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‘HE Gentleman, who doth me the Favour. 
to write the following Letter, faith as 
much for himfelf as the Thing will bear. 


— lam particularly pleafed to find, that in 
his Apology for Panning he only celebrates the Art, 
as it is a Part of. Converfation: I look upon pre- 


meditated Quibbles and Punns committed to the 
Prefs as unpardonable Crimes. There is as much 
Difference betwixt theſe and the Starts in common 
Diſcourſe, as betw¾ixt caſual Rencounters, and Mur- 


To NES rox IRONSIDE, Eg; 
1 Have, from your Writings, ¢onceived ſuch an 
Opinion of your Benevolence to Mankind, 


that I truſt you will not ſuffer any Art to be vili- 


‘ fied, which helps to polith and adorn us. J do 
not know any fort of Wit that hath been ufed fo 
*-reproachfully as the Puss; and I perfuade my ſelf 
that I ſhall merit your Efteem, by recommending 
it to your Protection; fince there can be no great- 
er Glory to a generous Soul than to Succour the 
Diſtreſt. I ſnall therefore, without further Pre- 

face, offer to your Confideration the following 
Modeſt Apology for Punning ; wherein I ſhall make 
‘ ufe of; no double Meanings or Fquivocations : 
Since I think it unneceſſary to give it any other 


feſſed Enemies, are forced to grant. 
In order to make this an ufeful Work, I ſhall 
ſtate the Nature and Extent of the Paun, I ſnall 
diſcover the Advantages that flow. from it, the 
© Moral Virtues that it produces, and the Tendency .. 
¢ that it hath to promote Vigour of Bady,’ and Eafe 
Tbe Punn is defined by one, who ſeems to be 
* ‘no Well-wither to it, to be a Concest arifing from 
‘ she ufe of two Words that agree in + and, 
bun differ in the Senfe. Now if this be the Eſſence 
of the Punn, how great muft we allow the Dig- 
© nity of it to be, when we confider that it takes 


‘in moſt of the confiderable Parts of Learning! 


For is it not moſt certain, that all learned Dif- 
putes are rather about Sounds than Senfe? Are not 


* the Controverfies of Divines about the different 
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‘. Interpretations of Terms? Are not the Difputati- | 
ons of Philofophers about Words, and all their 
pompous Diſtinctions only fo many Unravelings 


of Double Meanings? Who ever loft his Eftate in 55 


© Weftminfter-Hail, but complained that he was 


Quibbled out of his Right? Or what Monarch e- 


* ver broke a. Treaty, but by Virtue of Equivoca- 
* tion? In. ſnort, ſo great is the Excellence of this 
Art, fo diffuſiye its Influence, that when I go in- 
‘ to a Library | fay to my felf, What Volumes. of 
© Puuns do I behold'- When I look upon the Men 


© of the Quibblers! When, 1 fee Statefmen and Am- 


* bafladors, I retle&t, How fplendid is the Equipage of 


the Quirk, in what Pomp do the Punfters appear! 
Bat as there are, Serious Punns, fuch as-1 have 
* inftanced in, fo likewife there are Punns Comical. 
‘ Thefe are what I would recommend to my Coun- 
“try-men;. which 1 ſhall do-by difplaying the Ad- 


vantages fowing from them. 


he firft Advantage of Punning, is, that it gives 

us the Compafs of our own Language. This is 
very obvious. For the great Buſineſs of the Pun- 
* fteris to hunt out the feveral Words in our Tongue 
that agree in Sqund, and have various: Significati- 
‘ons. By this means he will like wiſe enter into 
the Nicety of Spelling, an-Accomplifhment re- 


garded only by middling People, and much neg- 

‘ Praifes than Truth and common Senfe, its pro- x 


ns of great and no Quality. This 
Error may produce unneceſſaty Folio’s amongſt 
* Grammarians, yet unborn, But to proceed. A 
Man of Learning hath, in ihis manner of Wit, 
* great Advantages; as indeed; what Advantages do 
not flow from Learning? If the Punn fails in Ex- 
* ghfb, he may have ſpeedy Recourſe to the Latin 
or theGreek; and ſo on. I have known Wonders 
* performed by this Secret. I have heard the French 
* affifted by the German, che Dutch mingle with the 
*-Jralian, and where the Jingle. hath. ſeemed defpe- 
rate in the Greek, I have known it revive in the 
* Hebrew, My Friend, Dick Babel, hath often, t0 


© fhow his Parts, ſtarted a Conceit at the Equinoctial, 


and purfued it through all the Degrees of Latitude; 
and after he had punned round the Globe, hath 
© fate down like Alexander, and mourned that he 
had no more Worlds to conquer. 5 


Ano. 


of Buſineſß I cry out, How powerful is the Tribe 
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